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Second meeting of National Institutions for Rekindling Manpower through Active
Involvement (NIRMAN), was held at ICAR - Indian Institute of Spices Research
(IISR), Kozhikode on 20.10.2016 under the chairmanship of Dr. Sivaji Chakravorti,
Director, NITC, and Dr. K. Nirmal Babu, Director, ICAR-IISR, Kozhikode. Scientists
from NITC, CWRDM, NELIT and Govt. Engineering College (GEC) participated in
this second meeting and presented their ideas to implement as work groups on major
areas like waste management, information technology, rain water harvesting, material
research and energy technology.
Dr. B. Sasikumar, Head, Division of Crop Improvement & Biotech., ICAR - IISR
gave the welcome address. In the introductory remarks Dr. K. Nirmal Babu, Director,
ICAR – IISR emphasized the need for participation of more research institution
located in the city to work together and address the common problems of the society
by sharing the expertise and strengthening the ties between them.
Dr. Sivaji Chakravorti in his address highlighted the background behind
NIRMAN, as a platform to strengthen the linkages among the Kozhikode based
institutions to work on multidisciplinary problems and deliver public good. He
emphasized that identifying theme areas are not enough until we start working
together and show the result to lure other R&D institutes also into the ambit of
NIRMAN besides the people’s representative/civic authorities at a later stage.
Members from NIRMAN team can visit each institution to know about their
infrastructure and facilities available, which could be shared and utilized in
strengthening their research/addressing social issues.
Dr. Abraham T Mathew, Dean, NIT Calicut presented the minutes of last meeting
that was held on 22.06.2016 at NITC premises, attended by faculties from nine
institutions. In that meeting, five theme areas viz. waste management, information
technology, rain water harvesting, material research and energy technology were
identified for making collaborative projects. A decision to open a web page for
NIRAMN was taken in that meeting and it has been launched by NIT experts. He
requested other institutions to email their data to nirman@nitc.ac.in, to update the
web page. He also reminded the decision on appointing a nodal officer from each

institute as a single point contact for other members. Dr. Abraham presented the
research progress of NITC in plastic waste management, tannery effluent treatment
and bio diesel generation from macro algae. He also pointed out the need to bring in
the active participation of local Panchayat and NGOs like Niravau in to waste
management for effective implementation at the field level.
Dr. MP. Pillai, Executive Director, NIELIT, Kozhikode has presented a report on
their activities. As information technology was one of the areas identified for them,
NIELIT has conducted one day training programme on information security where 19
members participated. He suggested that the next meeting can be conducted in the city
to attract more participants and NIELT will organize the same.

Dr. Pillai pointed out

that government funding on electronic application for social development are there
and it could be utilized though interdisciplinary projects. Mr. K.M. Martin
(Scientist/Engineer E), was identified as the nodal officer from NIELIT.
Dr. P.S. Harikumar, Sr. Principal Scientist and Head, CWRDM made a
presentation on types of waste generated and its management using various
techniques. He assured that CWRDM can effectively collaborate with NITC and other
institutes in projects on waste management and rainwater harvesting.
Dr. E.R. Usha Kumari, GEC, Kozhikode presented the infrastructure available in
their institute for collaboration. GEC has the facility of GC-MS, FTIR, AAS, HPLC
and they work in the area of pesticide residue analysis, automobile exhaust deduction
and waste management. She was identified as the nodal officer from GEC.
Dr. B. Sasikumar, ICAR - IISR has briefed about the aerobic waste management
model (Thumburmoozhi model) functioning at Alleppey town for effective solid
waste management. Dr. T. John Zachariah was identified as the nodal officer of
NIRMAN from IISR.
Prof. G. Unnikrishnan, Dean (SW), NITC urged the delegates to maintain the
tempo to work towards showing the output to the society. He too requested the
institutes for mutual understanding and leveraging each other’s strength to address the
issues of common concern. He emphasized the need for training school children for
community oriented programme.
It was decided to conduct the next meeting at Regional Science Centre and
Planetarium, Kozhikode which will be organized by NIELIT, Kozhikode, during Jan
2017. The meeting came to an end with the vote of thanks by Dr. T. John Zachariah,
ICAR-IISR.

